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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

This year, each newsletter will include something that we are
proud of in school and we start the new year with some
lovely photos from Carle class, nursery class at James Road
site as they settle into school for the first time.

FRIDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 2020
‘A collective drive to raise standards and create a school of excellence where children are safe and want to learn.’
Dear Parents/Carers,
As part of our contingency planning in case of the need to close a bubble or in the event of a lockdown we have some plans in
place to ensure that we can continue to provide high quality teaching and learning.
In the event of your child needing to ‘self -isolate’ we will refer you to the school’s online platforms, (Bug Club, Phonic Play, TT
Rock Stars etc.) and guide you to access BBC Bitesize or online lessons from the ‘Oak Academy’. Teachers are unable to provide
any additional work as they will be planning for their classes in school.
In the event of a ‘bubble’ closure, on day 1 children will have access to all the resources as above and ‘ready to go’ learning
activities which will be in the ‘Year Group’ section on the website. We will then set work using Google Classroom for children in
KS1 and 2 and use Tapestry in EYFS.
In the event of a full ‘lockdown’ on day 1 the children will have access to the ‘ready to go packs’ and then we will be submitting
work across the school with Google Classroom and Tapestry as before. We will also be providing a suggested timetable and be
using some pre-recorded teaching as we have previously.
We are currently teaching the children in KS1 how to use Google Classroom so they will be familiar with how it works in the
event of any closure. It is important that you contact us if you foresee any difficulties with this or have any difficulty accessing the
home learning platforms.
All children in the school have been allocated a Bug Club book by their class teacher and have access to a plethora of resources,
so please do contact your child’s class teacher if you need any support in this.
Risk assessment and safety
With frequent government changes to guidance, we are continually updating our risk assessment to reflect changes and to
ensure we remain COVID safe. As part of our daily routines staff are spending time reiterating our safety rules such as social
distancing, handwashing, keeping to designated areas and sticking to ‘bubbles’ within school. Our summary risk assessment for
parents is on the website under the Coronavirus Advice and Wellbeing section and please do not hesitate to contact us if you
would like to request the full version. I would also like to thank parents for keeping to the times of the staggered drop off and
collection and sticking to social distancing. If I could remind you to ensure only one parent/carer enters the playground at a time
and leave promptly that would be much appreciated.

We are so impressed with how well all our children are
settling in and having lots of fun, working together to agree
on the rules and expectations for our classroom. We have
spent lots of time exploring our routine and learning how to
tidy up. The children have enjoyed exploring their new
environment while making new friends and showing us what
they can already do while following their own interests. They
have spent a lot of time in our outdoor environment, using
the investigation area as a place to share with others their
discoveries, improving their communication skills and
challenging their maths knowledge using natural materials.
Good effort! Rocio Oliver, N Carle Teacher

I do want to thank you for all your support and your feedback has been invaluable. I am really proud of how we are working
together as a school community during challenging circumstances. The staff at school have been fabulous, they have adjusted
their days to accommodate changes and have done so with such positivity and are solution focused. We are fortunate to have
many staff that go ‘above and beyond’ to help us make sure our school is the best it can be for our children.
School Governor
We currently have a vacancy on our Local Advisory Committee and we are looking for members with skillset or background in the
following areas:

Legal

Estates/ premises management

HR.
If you would be interested in finding out more about the role please contact the Chair or Governors by email on chairofgovernors@southcamberley.surrey.sch.uk.
Best wishes
Nicky Wright
Executive Head Teacher

Sophia in Reception at France Hill Drive showed amazing skill
using her phonic knowledge to write the word cat independently. Well done Sophia.
Maxine Kurzberg, Head of Site at France Hill Drive

What we are proud of at the Juniors!
At the Junior site, all of the staff have been so proud of how
well the children have returned to school and adapted to all
of the changes that we have had to implement. So many
children have already been identified for their hard work and
effort in showing our PURE principles and behaviour
certainties and we have continued to celebrate all of these
achievements in our virtual celebration assemblies. We are
looking forward to the children enjoying more of our
recovery curriculum which has introduced weekly outdoor
learning sessions focused on developing team building and
communication skills between the children. We know these
have already been greatly enjoyed by the children and we
are proud of them embracing this new experience!

SPORT

Battle of the books has been launched in KS2 and KS1 and
every child has been given a new bookmark. The recommended reads can be found in your child’s classroom and on
our school website.

It has been a pleasure to see children return to school after
what has seemed to be an age since teaching our last PE
lessons. We have come back on a high, with children
enjoying some amazing PE lessons. KS1 have worked on
developing their Fundamental Movement Skills, whilst KS2
have undertaken two topics; Gymnastics and Cross Country/
Running Activities.
We now enjoy longer PE lessons thanks to the change in
policy where children come into school in their PE kit. This
has been a huge success which has supplemented learning,
in addition to giving more time for having fun. If children are
still unsure as to when their PE days are, more information
can be found on the school website.

We look forward to seeing the tasks that children complete
and hearing all about the amazing books that they are reading.
Further information and recommended lists can be found on
the school website:
Curriculum > English > Reading and Phonics

VIRTUAL SCHOOL TOURS
This year we are unable to run parent tours to visit and view
our Reception and Nursery classes. However, we will be able
to run ‘virtual’ tours for new prospective parents and our
existing families with siblings who wish to join us in the Early
Years. We have significantly improved our Early Years environments and we will be able to send a link to share with you
shortly.

Similarly, children are now offered one lesson per week of
Outdoor Education. This half term all year groups have
developed their communication and team work, completing
challenging games in a block of team building activities. It has
been wonderful to see children grow in confidence, better
their communication and develop their understanding of
others in their class.
Following the theme of Outdoor Education, Mr Warden, Mr
Gilpin and Mrs Summers are all set to attend a Forest School
Leaders Course prior to Christmas. This will allow the school
to teach activities such as; den building, wood whittling, fire
lighting, camp craft to name but a few.

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHER - MONDAY 28TH SPETEMBER

We are making some slight adjustments to our weekly home
learning provision. We would like pupils to read 5 times a
week at home and have this signed into their reading diaries
which are being bought into school on a Friday. Pupils can
use their access to Bug Club as some of their recorded reads
per week and teachers will monitor usage and allocate more
books as necessary. Pupils are also able to borrow books
from their class library at school.

A reminder that the photographer will be in school on
Monday:

We also want to encourage
the use of TT Rock Stars for
pupils to practice their times
tables. Teachers will monitor
this and ensure that correct
times tables are set for each
child.



Juniors - if it is PE day, please bring shirt, tie and
sweatshirt in a bag to wear for the photograph



Infants - if it is PE day, please wear polo shirt and
sweatshirt with the rest of your PE kit.

Unfortunately, for safety reasons, we cannot offer group
photographs on this occasion.

INSET DAY - FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER 2020
School will be closed to pupils on Friday 23rd October for
staff training. However, CASA Clubs will be running a full day
session for any child care needs you may have. Please call
them on 01252 727000 if you need to book a place.

Our final home learning activity will be through Google
Classroom. Pupils can access Google Classroom through
Wonde using their emoji password. Familiarity in using
Google Classroom will help pupils across the school access
and interact with their work and peers should we ever need
to close a ‘bubble’ and continue learning at home. A range of
activities linked to pupil’s current topics will be posted week
to week which pupils will be able to complete digitally or on
paper.
WELLBEING

FREE ADULT LEARNING COURSES
Surrey Adult Learning are offering a variety of free Family
Learning Courses for parents and carers. See details on their
website.

TWITTER/ WEBSITE PERMISSIONS

SURREY HEATH FAMILY CENTRE

Please make sure you follow your class pages on Twitter as
we are increasingly having to run virtual events and wish to
continue to share all of the positive learning experiences that
are happening inside our school on a day to day basis. Our
main twitter account @SouthCamPr has details for all of the
year group accounts, allowing you to follow the relevant
stream for your child.

The Family Centre are offering a 4 week Parenting Workshop
which starts on Wednesday 7th October 9:30-10:30am via
Zoom Video suitable for parents with children aged 0-5
years. See flyer here.

Please do keep us updated if you wish to allow your child
external photo permission so that they can appear, with
faces, in our Tweets. If your child does not currently have
external photo permission and you would like to change
that,
please
email
through
to
schooloffice@southcamberley.surrey.sch.uk stating your
child’s name, class and giving your written permission for
external photos.

WEEKLY HOMEWORK

They are also offering a 10 week Parenting Workshop
starting on Wednesday 7th October, times to be confirmed,
also via Zoom Video suitable for parents with children aged 6
-11 years. See flyer here.
Call or text the Family Centre on 07565 202058 to book your
place/register your interest.

We are hugely proud to have our children back at school and it has been wonderful to see them back and eager for the new term.
For some, it has been almost 6 months since they have been at school and understandably many may be anxious for what the
new school term will bring. Surrey’s ‘Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service’ have created a series of webinar
presentations, which can be viewed to help support all parents in supporting any new and unpleasant feelings your children may
be experiencing. Below is a brief outline of what is available:
Each webinar is under 25 minutes long and can be paused at any time. We recommend that you begin by watching the ‘What is
Anxiety?’ and ‘Strategies to Manage Anxiety’ webinars, as these will provide a general understanding, and may be referred to in
the other webinar presentations. Each presentation has an online evaluation form which we would be grateful if you could
complete. It should take you no longer than 2 minutes. During these evaluation forms, we ask if you would like to be invited to a
live, virtual question and answer session with a CAMHS professional. This Q&A is a chance to ask questions about the content of
the webinar and gain further understanding about your child’s anxiety and how to access support.
CAMHS Early Intervention Team
All of the links can be found on our website in the ‘Coronavirus and Wellbeing’ section. If
you have any further questions about your child’s mental wellbeing or you require some
additional support at home in supporting their engagement at school, please do not
hesitate to contact me through the school office.
Mr J Franks , Inclusion Lead
Frimley Road, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2QB
t: 01276 63870

e: schooloffice@southcamberley.surrey.sch.uk

twitter: https://twitter.com/SouthCamPrimary

www.southcamberley.surrey.sch.uk
Executive Head Teacher: Mrs Nicky Wright

23rd September 2020
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This is an important letter to share some information on how we can work together to make sure we can continue to give
children and young people the best education in the safest way possible.
One important part of ensuring the safety and wellbeing of pupils, parents and our communities is testing for coronavirus. We
all have a duty to make sure that the right people have access to get tested at the right time. Every time a test is used
inappropriately, a person with Covid-19 symptoms may miss out on getting tested.
Therefore, I ask that you all follow these principles:


You should only book a test if your child has any of these three coronavirus symptoms:
1.

a high temperature: any new high temperature where your child feels hot to touch on their chest or back (you
do not need to measure the temperature)

2.

a new continuous cough: coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours

3.

a loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste: a noticeable loss of smell or taste or things smell and taste
different to normal



Your child does not need a test if they have a runny nose, are sneezing or feeling unwell but do not have a temperature,
cough or loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste because these are not normally symptoms of coronavirus.



If you are unsure about whether to get a test, please check the official list of symptoms on the NHS website, which is
reviewed regularly: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/



Only the person with symptoms should get a test. You do not need to get a test for anyone else in the household unless
they also have any of the three symptoms listed above. All members of the household need to self-isolate whilst waiting
for the test result.



If the person with symptoms’ test comes back positive, other members of their household should continue self-isolating
for 14 days and only get a test if they develop coronavirus symptoms.



If a pupil in a class or bubble tests positive for coronavirus, anyone who is advised to self-isolate does not require a test
unless they subsequently develop symptoms.

No one else in the same class or bubble as the symptomatic person needs to take any action unless advised by the
school. Schools have detailed guidance and access to a Department for Education and Public Health England helpline
for advice and support.
Contacts of a person who has tested positive must follow the guidance carefully and in full, which means they must stay at
home for 14 days. This is because it can take several days following contact with an infected person before an individual
develops symptoms or the virus can be detected. Students should only book a test if they get symptoms.
The NHS has produced some guidance to help parents understand when their child can and cannot attend school which you
may find useful: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy- body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
It is vital for children’s learning and future opportunities that they are able to return to school and college. It is therefore vitally
important that all we work together and do our bit to make this possible.
Yours sincerely,

Professor Viv Bennett CBE

Dr Susan Hopkins

Chief Nurse and Director Maternity and Early Years |
Public Health England

Interim Chief Medical Officer | NHS Test &
Trace

Head of World Health Organisation Collaborating
Centre for Public Health Nursing and Midwifery

Deputy Director | Public Health England

Follow me on Twitter: @VivJBennett

Consultant in Infectious Diseases & Microbiology
Royal Free, London

